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Sound Module (translated from Modellflygnytt 2012, No. 2, pp. 12-14.) 

When I surfed the net and searched for FMS Spitfire I happened to see a small film where Kjell Skoog in 
Östersund Model Flying Club Spit flew with a sound module from Model Solutions of Canada 
(www.rcflyg.se/forum/showthread.php/28739-FMS-spitfire-med-Modelsolutions-ljudmodul). The firm 
has since changed its name to Model Sounds Inc. (website http://www.modelsoundsinc.com). Since I 
am a typical technology freak, I could not help but get one and play with the different engine sounds, 
this actually before I even bought my model. There are audio files to download to a variety of aircraft 
engines from the First and Second World War, for example, there are also sounds for helicopters, boats 
and tanks as other examples. The Sound module is only about 4x6 cm and is easy to mount on the cabin 
wall.  

A 10 cm speaker can be purchased along with the module, the size just fit the Spitfire. I cut with a sharp 
hobby knife a 10 cm hole in the body, it is also necessary to cut away a little of the interior portion of 
the body and the wing pins for the speaker magnet, here you have to think three-dimensionally and just 
cut a little at a time and try, try, try it. One must be careful, it is like cutting warm butter, comes not to 
slip with the knife! The speaker should be understood is placed in the center of gravity! You can think 
about the strength when you cut away parts of the body, however I believe that a strong box shape that 
should be strong enough even then to cut away some. I have attached the speaker with four long self-
tapping screws glued, the structure will then replace the cut off, the screws also go up in the wing pins, 
holding the fixed wings. If you glue the wing pins it solves the strength problems. The sound module, 
with speaker, weighs about 200 grams, an increase of the model's weight from 1.6 kg to 1.8 kg feels not 
so serious. The Sound Module is connected to the throttle on the receiver along with speed control, the 
sound will then change speed with the throttle position.  

At very small throttle position, it will start a sequence where the engine noise started coughing very 
realistic to idle, while the propeller starts spinning so small, then increase the sound speed and 
propeller speed with the throttle. The model's engine has a certain inertia in the start and there is little 
tricky to sync. propeller with the engine noise. At reduction to zero, there was a realistic churning 
engine sound and then silence. The audio file is in sixteen segments, recorded from a Merlin engine. 
The Sound module can generate two channels engine noise, comes with optional engine noise. You can 
then load it with other sounds by downloading from the web site to a computer and load an extra set of 
sounds to the sound module via a USB input. The audio file is also contains the sound of a cannon that 
can be controlled from any switch on the transmitter.  

Sound module I have mounted a pertinaxplatta with distribution points for battery voltage, fuse and a 
switch to turn off the sound, and it is placed on the cabin wall opposite the radio. The finished model 
with the kit used a LiPo pack of 14.8 V 2200 mAh 20C with weight 210 grams. According to several posts 
on various online forums should be the model's center of gravity is moved forward from the 10 cm from 
the leading edge as recommended in the description to about 8 cm. Because it can fit a lot bigger than 
the delivered alas I bought Turnigy Nanotech 3300 mAh 25 to 50 C from Hobby King, weight 337 grams. 
Fits right into the battery compartment and gives the right balance. Now the total weight approaches 
two kilograms, maybe the most the team, but I am green as a pilot and do not mind that the model is 
stable in the air.  
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After some twisting on the links and some reversals in the transmitterwas all rudder neutral and went 
the right way. The engine growled tough on go-around not to mention the sound of the Merlin engine 
from the sound module, deafening truly in my hobby room! I must say I am very pleased with the 
finished model, solid, good looking and with many scale details, can really recommend this model 
series. Look at the pictures and enjoy! As I write this, it is the winter season so it lingers well with test 
flight. I am also for fresh airmen for daring to take out this model yet, I get the first train on the 
simulator and then on my Piper Cub J3 is little slower and gentler....... 

 


